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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of claims 

1. Claims 27-135 are cancelled. Claims 1-26 are pending in this application per the 
response to office action filed on December 07, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-26 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nieboeret al U.S. Patent No. 6,418,419 B1. 

3. As per claims 1, 7. 13 and 14 , Nieboer et al discloses a method operable on a 
computer for responding to a barter order, the barter order including a first security to be 
sold in a barter and a second security to be purchased in the barter, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a rule including at least one condition for automatically responding to 
the barter order (col. 2, lines 12-18; col. 3, lines 60-67); 



Application/Control Number: 10/086,1 16 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3621 

comparing on the computer the barter order to the at least one condition 
comprising the rule (col. 2, lines 12-18); and 

automatically responding to the barter order in accordance with the at least one 
condition of the rule (col. 2, lines 12-18; see abstract). 

4. As per claim 2, 8 and 16 , Nieboer et al further discloses a method wherein: 

at least one of the first security or the second security includes a quantity thereof 
(col. 8, lines 29-54; col. 17, lines 25-67); and 

the barter order further including an effective time range (col. 2, lines 1-5; col. 15, 
lines 50-65). 

5. As per claim 3, 9, 18 and 23 , Nieboer et al further discloses a method wherein 
the at least one condition includes at least one variable selected from the group of 
variables including: the identity of one or more of the first and second securities, the 
delta between the buy and sell prices of the first and second securities, the relationship 
of the SIC codes of the first or second securities or any other securities, the market cap 
of the first or second securities, the average daily volume traded of the first or second 
securities and the debit value of the bid/ask spread of the first and second securities 
(col. 1, lines 42-65; col. 9, line 1 - col. 10, line 12). 



6. As per claim 4 and 10 , Nieboer et al further discloses a method wherein each of 
the conditions further includes a mathematical operator and a value (col. 15, lines 1-10). 
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7. As per claim 5 and 11 , Nieboer et al further discloses a method wherein: 
each of the rules further includes at least one pricing tier comprising an offer 

price range within which a rule is operative and an offer size value up to which a rule is 
operative (col. 8, lines 27-54); and 

if the rule is operative and if the at least one condition of the rule is satisfied, then 
further comprising the steps of: if the barter offer is a limit order, performing one of the 
steps of trading the first and second securities (see fig. 8; col. 10, line 11-65), and 

posting the barter offer for consideration for execution; if the barter offer is a 
market order, trading the first and second securities; and if a contra barter offer is 
accepted, trading the first and second securities (see fig. 8; col. 10, lines 11-65). 

8. As per claim 6 and 12 , Nieboer et al further discloses a method wherein the step 
of automatically responding includes prompting the operator to provide a manual 
response (col. 13, lines 1-40). 

9. As per claims 15, 20, 25 and 26 , Nieboer et al discloses a method operable on a 
computer for establishing rules to respond to a barter order, the barter order including a 
first security to be sold in a barter and a second security to be purchased in the barter, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

storing on said computer a plurality of variables and a plurality of operators (col. 
2, lines 36-55); 
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receiving through a graphical user interface input from a user selecting from the 
plurality of variables and operators to form at least one condition (see col. 17, table 1; 
col. 15, lines 1-45); and 

responsive to the input, selecting the at least one condition to form a rule for 
automatically responding to the barter order (see col. 17, table 1; col. 15, lines 1-45). 

1 0. As per claim 17 and 22 , Nieboer et al further discloses a method wherein the 
input from the user includes selecting at least one variable from the plurality of 
variables, at least one operator from the plurality of operators and at least one 
constraint to form the at least one condition (see col. 17, table 1; col. 15, lines 1-45). 

11. As per claims 19 and 24 , Nieboer et al further discloses a method wherein the 
rule further includes at least one pricing tier comprising an offer price range within which 
a rule is operative and an offer size value up to which a rule is operative (col. 1 1 , lines 
40-60). 

12. As per claim 21 , Nieboer et al further discloses a system wherein: at least one of 
the first security and the second security includes a quantity thereof (col. 8, lines 29-54; 
col. 17, lines 25-67); and 

the barter order further including an time date range (col. 2, lines 1-5; col. 15, lines 50- 
65). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The reference cited to Buist U.S. Patent 6,408,282 is a document 
considered relevant to the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272 - 6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300. [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"]. 
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(571) 273-8300. [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building, 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria VA. 22314 



Charlie Lion Agwumezie 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
February 7, 2006 




